Syriacs form group in Swiss to make their voices heard
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Twelve Syriac-origin lawmakers in the Swiss Parliament have come together to establish a group that aims
to make the voice of Syriacs heard.

The group, named “Schweiz Suryoye” (Switzerland Syriacs) will aim to bring the problems of the Syriacs
in Turkey and the Middle East to the agenda, Rima Tiiziin, the head of foreign affairs at the Brussels-based
European Syriac Union told the Hiirriyet Daily News. “The main objective of the group is to distribute
information about the cultural, communal and social situation of the Syriacs in their native countries
[Turkey, Syria, Iraq, Iran and Lebanon],” said Tiiziin. “This is the first time MPs have come together
politically in a group for our people and therefore this group is a historic step for us,” said Tiiziin. “The
Syriacs are not yet united and do not have a powerful voice ... The Syriacs have a chance to regain their
rights,” he added.
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